
8th grade Social Studies

Reconstruction

Looking at the different ideas in government regarding Reconstruction policy

Lincoln (a.k.a “What was Lincoln thinkin’?)

-Ten percent plan- As soon as 10 percent of a state’s voters swore allegiance to the United States, the southern states that seceded could organize new state governments.

· Lincoln believed he could do this because the president has a constitutional right to grant pardons or amnesty (excuse citizens who have committed a crime).
“Radical Republicans’” Plans

-Wade-Davis Bill- A bill that passed in both houses of the Congress but was ultimately pocket vetoed by President Lincoln, and so it did not become law. The bill said that in the states that had seceded, 50 percent of voters needed to take a loyalty oath in order to re-enter the Union. In addition, this bill would have banned anyone who voluntarily fought for the Confederacy during the war from participating in the meetings to form new state governments. 

· Congress was upset when Lincoln pocket vetoed this bill because according to the Constitution, Congress has the power to make laws, and the president must execute (carry-out) the laws. 
What to do with the former slaves?

-Establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau- President Lincoln was in favor of establishing a government agency to help former slaves (freed men) adjust to life after slavery. In order to do this, the Freedmen’s Bureau was established by Congress in March of 1865 to help former slaves get educated, learn skills needed to get a job, and finally find a job. 

