
7th grade Social Studies

“Eye on History”

Today’s guests: John Winthrop, Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson, and Thomas Hooker: influential people in New England
Mr. Wiesen: Hello, everyone. Welcome to episode two of Eye on History, the only show that interviews historical figures from the past. I’m Mr. Wiesen, and I’m joined in our 1640 studio today by several key figures in the New England colonies: John Winthrop, Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson, and Thomas Hooker. Thank you all for taking the time to be on my show today. I know this couldn't have been very easy for all of you to sit in the same room together because I hear there are a lot of bad feeling in the air. More on that later. Right now, I would just like to take a minute to make sure our audience is familiar with your home region. Describe New England for me please, Mr. Winthrop.

John Winthrop: New England is a quant and cozy region located along the Atlantic Ocean. Yes it’s true that we have long and harsh winters, but also have beautiful fall colors and the best maple syrup anywhere in the colonies. But that doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface on all of the resources we have available in New England. We have cattle, fish, furs, grain, iron,and great lumber from all of our trees. With all of this great lumber, we are able to produce many sailing ships which is crucial for our whaling industry. In short, New England has it all!

Mr. Wiesen: It certainly sounds like it. Is this why you and the rest of the Puritans decided to settle in Massachusetts, Mr. Winthrop?

John Winthrop: New England is certainly a great place to live, but I only realized that after my fellow Puritans and I had already landed here. To tell you the truth, Mr. Wiesen, the Puritans weren’t so happy back in England. Instead of separating completely from the Church of England, we wanted to reform it, you know, purify it. But when King Charles I came to power, he had a strong opposition to our movement. At that point, we pretty much had to leave England. We decided to relocate to North America. We had heard great things from some other Englishmen about how they had established colonies based on religious freedom. We established the Massachusetts Bay Company with a charter, and the rest as they say was history! Now we are trying to achieve the dream of a City on a Hill.

Mr. Wiesen: Can you describe this idea of a City on a Hill to my audience a little more, please?

Roger Williams: I’d like to jump in and answer this one, Mr. Wiesen. The City on a Hill is a great idea, but rarely does it work out well for everyone. The City on a Hill is this idea of a utopian society, where everyone is faithful, hard-working, and happy under the eyes of God. What Mr. Winthrop hasn’t told you, however, is that this idea only applies to the Puritans that worship and live the way he wants us to. The Puritans don’t have any toleration for people of other religious views. Non-Puritans don’t even have the same rights as Puritans. It seems a little hypocritical if you ask me. 

Mr. Wiesen: Have you taken any steps to correct this problem you are having, Mr. Williams?

Roger Williams: Yes, I have. Because I wanted to separate from the Church of England entirely, I was forced out of Massachusetts. I settled in an area south of there. I am beginning to plan a city. I’m still trying to think of a name, though.

Mr. Wiesen: Can you name is Wiesen City? I’ve always wanted a city named after me.

Roger Williams: Sorry, can’t do that. I was thinking along the lines of...Providence.

Mr. Wiesen: Alright, Gosh! Have it your way then. So why Providence, then?

Roger Williams: I want the name to make a statement about our religious toleration. We will have no official religion in Providence. People of all faiths can join our fair city as long as they obey our laws and are tolerant of our religion. 

Mr. Wiesen: That sounds like a great idea! What do you think about it, Anne Hutchison?

Anne Hutchison: I totally agree with Mr. Williams. I was also forced to leave Massachusetts and create my own settlement with very similar religious ideas. In fact, his settlement will be very close to my island; Rhode Island.

Mr. Wiesen: Yes, indeed. These establishments are very close to each other. 

Thomas Hooker: I’d just like to add something to this conversation, Mr. Wiesen. Like Mr. Williams, and Miss Hutchison, I too was forced out of Massachusetts for my religious beliefs. I recently established the city of Hartford, and I can honestly saw that things have never been better for me and my followers. 

Mr. Wiesen: That’s great to hear, Thomas. I’d just like to ask one more question to wrap things up: I know that you all have slightly different religious beliefs, but I understand that you all have pretty similar views on the subject of government. How is government run throughout New England?

Anne Hutchison: That’s a great question, Mr. Wiesen. In New England, we believe that individual towns and churches should manage our own issues. So throughout New England we have set up town meetings. Here local citizens gather every once in a while to discuss and make decisions that affect our town.

Mr. Wiesen: That’s right! I’ve heard a lot of success stories on town meetings. In fact, in my time the town meeting is still used today in some instances, and out of town meetings, we have something called a township, or part of a country that is able to make local laws. Well that’s all the time we have today on Eye on History.

John Winthrop: Good! I have more witches to hunt. 

Mr. Wiesen: Mr. Winthrop, what makes you think that the women of Salem are witches?

John Winthrop: Because they...they...LOOK like witches!

Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson, Thomas Hooker (altogether): Now do you see why we don’t hang around with him?

Mr. Wiesen: I believe I do. Until next time on Eye on History, I’m Mr. Wiesen. See you in the future, possibly with a person from the past. 


