
Chapter 17

Learning Targets

Section 1: Mining and Railroads

1. How did mining draw Americans to the West?
2. How did the railroads change the West?
Section 2: Native Americans Struggle to Survive

1. How did life change for Native Americans when miners, settlers, and railroads moved west?
2. Discuss the specific conflicts between Native Americans and western settlers.
3. Why did the Dawes Act ultimately fail?
Section 3: The Cattle Kingdom

1. What factors led to the “boom” and “bust” of the cattle industry?
2. How did cow towns create the myth of the “Wild West”?
Section 4: Farming in the West

1. How did the Homestead Act and the expansion of the railroads provide new opportunities for western settlers?
2. Why did unhappy western farmers have such an important impact on the election of 1896? 


